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Otto Rienhoff 

Otto Rienhoff is Professor of Medical Informatics chairing the 
Medical Informatics Division of Göttingen University with about 50 
staff. He received a Medical Doctorate degree from the University of 
Münster Medical School in 1973.  

Dr. Rienhoff served as President of the Deutsche Gesellschaft für 
Medizinische Informatik, Biometrie und Epidemiologie (GMDS) e.V. 
(German Association for Medical Informatics, Biometry and 
Epidemiology) from 1993 to 1995. He served as President of the 
International Medical Informatics Association (IMIA) from 1995 to 
1998 and was Chair of the Coordination Committee for IT Solutions 
of Medical Research Networks (TMF) of the Federal Ministry of 

Research from 2000 to 2004. He built up and chaired the National Council for Information 
Infrastructures in Research from 2013 to 2016. 

Dr. Rienhoff has addressed the applicability of new information technologies in health care, 
analysis of the influence of expert systems, digital signatures and trusted third parties in health 
care, legal aspects of electronic patient records, quality management in medicine, and virtual 
reality in diagnostics and therapy. In 1983/84, Dr. Rienhoff was Guest Lecturer at the Groote 
Schuur Hospital, University of Cape Town. He served in many functions for WHO advising in 
Health Informatics policies and projects in Latin America and Asia. Dr. Rienhoff has participated 
in the High Performance Computing and Communication Program and Source Selection Advisory 
Group for the National Library of Medicine and currently supports the collaboration between NLM 
and the German Medical National Library in Cologne. 
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