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Vimla L. Patel 

Vimla L. Patel, PhD, DSc, FRSC, FACMI, FIAHSI, is an 
adjunct professor at Columbia University, Vagelos College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, and Weill Cornell Medical 
College. She is also a former Senior Research Scientist 
and the director of Center for Cognitive Studies in Medicine 
and Public Health at the New York Academy of Medicine. 
An elected fellow of the Royal Society of Canada (Academy 
of Social Sciences), the American College of Medical 
Informatics, and the New York Academy of Medicine, she is 
a recipient of a number of federal research grants from 
Canada and the USA over her career. A graduate of McGill 
University in Montreal, she received an Honorary Doctor of 
Science degree from the University of Victoria in Canada. 
She has served as a Vice President on the IMIA Board, and 
as a member of Institute of Medicine and the National 

Research Council committees related to social science, education and health Information 
technology research. She is a former associate editor of the Journal of Biomedical Informatics 
and assistant editor of AI in Medicine. Dr. Patel’s research focuses on medical decision making, 
cognitive informatics, medical errors, the impact of technology on human cognition, and 
resulting insights on designing an efficient and safer clinical workplace. She has published over 
350 scholarly peer-reviewed articles and editor of nine books, spanning biomedical informatics, 
education, clinical, and cognitive science journals, including serving as the series editor of the 
Springer collection of volumes on Cognitive Informatics in Biomedicine and Health Care. 
 
More details are available here: http://www.lodhia-patel.net 
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